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Background
• Initiative of the Division of Suicide Prevention at the Comprehensive 

Injury Center at MCW

• Commission began meeting in January 2021

• Goal: To review suicides to generate recommendations 
for prevention

• Why suicide? Why that method? Why now?

• Scope of commission
• Review adult suicides (ages 18 and older)
• City of Milwaukee residents only
• Review two cases per meeting

• Cases originate from Milwaukee County Medical 
Examiner's Office

• Monthly meetings
• Via Zoom for the time being

• Educational component



Commission 
Membership

Medical College of WI (researchers and clinician faculty)

Milwaukee County Medical Examiner's Office

Milwaukee Fire Department

Milwaukee County Behavioral Health

Prevent Suicide Greater Milwaukee

Mental Health America of WI/Prevent Suicide Wisconsin

Froedtert Hospital

University of WI-Milwaukee

City of Milwaukee Office of Violence Prevention

Wisconsin Community Services

(Milwaukee Police Department)



Data Used 
for Reviews

Milwaukee County Medical Examiner's Office

Froedtert Hospital (EPIC)

Milwaukee County Behavioral Health

• Obituary
• Social Media
• CCAP
• News Stories

Publicly available information

Biopsychosocial review of data



Example Data

Summary of 
2021 suicides

Milwaukee 
County

Data available as of August 12th

• On pace for ~ 105 suicides this year

71 total suicides in MKE County

77% of individuals who died were male

• 9.9% Black (down from 15% in 2020)
• 9.9% Hispanic (up from 8% in 2020)
• 4.2% API (up from 2% in 2020)
• 2.8% Multiracial (up from 0% in 2020)
• 1.4% Eastern Indian (down from 2% in 2020)

72% of individuals who died were white



Logic Model



Outcomes to Date

7 meetings held
• 8 cases reviewed to date

Presentations by 
MCMEO, VA, Prism 

Program, LOSS Team 
information

Literature drop (175 
resources 

distributed) to hotels 
near airport in MKE

Inclusion of National 
Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline information 
in Google searches

Study on suicide and 
evictions

Study on college 
student suicides



Contacts

• Sara Kohlbeck –
skohlbeck@mcw.edu

• Andrew Schramm –
aschramm@mcw.edu

• Thank you!
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